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Studien zur antiken Kultur. Heft 1. Pythagoras und Heraklit. Von 
Wolfgang Schultz. Leipzig und Wien, Akademischer Verlag, 1905. 
— pp. 118. 

The brochure before us announces itself as the first of a projected series 
of monographs on the Pre-Socratics from "a philosophic point of view." 
The author has apparently read widely, and the notes show him to possess 
a considerable fund of scholarship, but he sadly lacks critical judgment. 
His account of Pythagoras is made up from all sorts of sources of every 
conceivable date and degree of authenticity. These are used indiscrimi- 
nately, without any attempt to distinguish what relates to Pythagoras him- 
self from what refers to the latest members of the Order, and are further 
swelled by the entirely unauthorized ascription to Pythagoras of the Orphic 
theology of Empedocles. Dr. Schultz, like some of his predecessors, is 
carried away by the craze for mystical theological symbolism, and interprets 
even the obviously fetishistic taboos of the Pythagoreans, quite in the 
fashion of Iamblichus, as moral and religious allegories. The completest 
refutation of his conception of the system is surely afforded by the place 
which Aristotle gives it among the early cosmologies. The account in the 
Metaphysics alone is enough to show that Pythagoreanism as a philosophical 
system must be carefully distinguished from the fanciful religion of the 
Pythagorean Order. The interpretation of Heracleitus, though often clever, 
suffers from the same perverted ingenuity. Instead of recognizing that the 
sage of Ephesus was primarily intent on the explaining of physical proc- 
esses, and starting in his exposition with the fragments which deal with 
physics, Dr. Schultz bases his whole account of Heracleitus on the notion 
that the latter' s main object must have been to maintain the cosmic sig- 
nificance of the number three in opposition to Pythagorean veneration of 
the five and the seven. Now there is no trace whatever in the fragments 
of Heracleitus of any regard for numerical symbolisms in general, still less 
of any attachment to triadic groupings of things in particular, and this 
entire want of evidence is not compensated for by Dr. Schultz' s specu- 
lations as to the recurrence of the triadic arrangement in the temple of the 
Ephesian Artemis. Nor does there seem to be any ground, beyond the 
mere assumption of the author about the devotion of Heracleitus to the 
triad, for his confident assertion that Heracleiteanism was constructed in 
special antagonism to Pythagoras. That Heracleitus refers disapprovingly 
to Pythagoras is true ; but if that proves anything, his attack on Homer 
would equally prove that his main object must have been to discredit the 
Iliad and Odyssey. The oddest instance of the author's defect of judgment, 
however, is perhaps his singular rendering of the ' Heracleitean ' passages 
of the Pseudo-Hippocratean tract de Diaeta into German verse. The 
result, he remarks, is like Goethe, which is not surprising, as Goethe evi- 
dently supplied Dr. Schultz with the model for his translation. 
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